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 IUPAC Rules for Naming Hydrocarbons 

1) Identify the longest continuous chain of carbon atoms & name it.  

2) Identify the attachments & name them.  

CH3 = methyl,   C2H5 = ethyl,   C3H7 = propyl, etc… 

3) Indicate how many of each attachment is present using  

di=2, tri=3, tetra=4, etc... 

 4) Indicate where the attachments are located along the carbon chain by choosing the 

lowest numbers possible.  

 

5) Put it altogether. 



 

 

 


