
DO NOW:  
a) Report the length of an object that reaches the arrow below 

 

 
 

 
                             1                                                              2 mm 

 

 
                  Length = 1.30, 1.29 or 1.31 mm, but not just 1, 1.3, or 2 mm. 

 
REMEMBER: You must estimate only 1 place past the markings on your instrument. 
 

Aim: How do we calculate precisely? 
 
1) When multiplying and dividing, limit and round to the least number of 
significant figures in any of the factors. In other words, for multiplying & 
dividing, count sigfigs to find the “weakest link”; your answer can’t be stronger. 
 
Therefore, 5.1                     2 sigfig, “weakest link” 

213        3 sigfig                             
 
0.023943662                    0.024  
 
                                               2 sigfig 

Another example,  2,300 x 0.987567 =  2271.4041           2,300         
 
 
                          2 sigfig                     6 sigfig                                      2 sigfig                 
 
NOTE: DON’T forget the power! 23 isn’t 2,300 

 
2) When adding and subtracting, limit and round your answer to the least 
number of decimal places in any of the numbers that make up your answer. 
In other words, for adding and subtracting, count dp's to find the “weakest 
link”; your answer can’t be stronger. 
 
 
32.34 + 2.6 + 1.3412 = 36.2812                 36.3     
 
 
  2 dp       1 dp        4 dp                                          1 dp 

        “weakest link” 
 
NOTE: Sometimes they'll give you a problem which requires adding/subtracting, and they'll ask 

you for an answer with the correct number of sigfigs. To do so, you still go by the least number 
of decimal places.  

GO TO HANDOUT: Problems on front side were done in class; probs on backside were assigned 
for HW; Problems: i & j are a little harder 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


