
From last nite’s HW, 
 

 
 
No sir! It’s ate not ide.  
 
GO TO TABLE E: Selected Polyatomic Ions 
 
 
Aim: How do we determine the formulas of compounds containing “polys”?  
 
polyatomic ion- many atoms with a charge 
                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“nitrate” ion 
 

                         
I. CRISS-CROSS with “POLYS” 

 
1) To get the formula, “criss-cross” the oxidation states treating the poly as one 

atom.  
 

           

         
 
2) If there is more than one poly, use parentheses.  

 
                                 barium nitrate  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This means that there is one Ba+2 ion and two ClO3
-1 ions in a unit of this compound. 

 
               
 
 
 
            “cut & paste” 
 
 



 
 
 
 
More Practice 
given name, write formula:   
 
copper (II) phosphate                                    chromium (VI) hypochlorite      
                                    
 
 
Going Backwards, Name it: 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Let’s go to today’s handout: Writng Formulas from Names 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


